These papers, selected on the basis of their high rating by the conference program committee, have been thoroughly reviewed according to the journal's highest standards.
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In "Polynomial Kernels and Wideness Properties of Nowhere Dense Graph Classes," Stephan Kreutzer, Roman Rabinovich, and Sebastian Siebertz provide improved bounds on the wideness of nowhere dense graph classes, which have been used previously to design parameterized algorithms for e.g. the distance-r dominating set problem. They derive these better bounds by employing methods from stability theory and highlight a novel and highly interesting connection between the fields.
The editors would like to thank the authors and the reviewers for their contributions in bringing this special issue out on time.
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